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The Wallace Awards®

DR. JOSEPH MORROW
LORD LYON, KING OF ARMS
for his Leadership of the Lyon Court and its 

role in Scotland today

A. WRIGHT POST PALMER
for his outstanding contribution in the 

Preservation of History, Arts and Culture

The Young Scot Wallace Award®

CLAIRE MCKENZIE & SCOTT GILMOUR OF NOISEMAKER
 the award winning young musical theater producers

The Wallace Award® & The Young Scot Wallace Award®

2025Annu
WITH PRESENTATION OF THE:
Dinner

Honored Guest His Grace the Duke of Hamilton



Lord Malcolm Avondale Douglas-Hamilton OBE, DFC
(1909-1964)

13th Duke of Hamilton and 10th Duke of Brandon 
Educated at Eton College and RAF College, Cranwell

Founder, The American-Scottish Foundation®



Members and Friends of the Foundation 

It is a pleasure to welcome you to the 70th Anniversary Dinner celebrating the founding of the 
American-Scottish Foundation and the presentation of the 2025 Wallace Award. This year the Award 
will be presented to 2 worthy recipients. Firstly to, Dr. Joseph Morrow, Lord Lyon, King of Arms, 
for his Leadership of the Lyon Court and his role in Scotland. Secondly to A. Wright Post Palmer of 
Beekman Estates for his outstanding contribution to the Preservation of History, Arts & Culture. 
Congratulations to you both. 

I'm delighted to congratulate Scott Gilmour & Claire McKenzie of Noisemaker who receive the 
Young Scot Wallace Award for their award winning theatre and musical writing both home in 
Scotland and abroad. 

The Foundation was established in 1956 by my great uncle, the late Lord Malcolm Douglas-Hamilton 
to foster cultural, social and business links between Scotland and America. Tonight, you are all 
carrying forth my Great Uncle's vision. 

I congratulate the Foundation on the 5P1 anniversary of the First Scotland Week, which the 
Foundation conceived in 1974. 

Please accept my best wishes for a most enjoyable evening. 

Yours aye, 

Alexander Hamilton 

Lennoxlove House 

Haddington 

East Lothian 



The National Galleries of Scotland hold and exhibit some of the 
world’s finest collections of western art from Old  Masters to the 
modern day. They care for, research and  develop the collections 
with the goal of sharing them with as wide a public as possible 
and every year, they attract over a million visitors from Scotland 
and the rest of the world. 

The National Galleries are grateful to all of our American  
contributors whose gifts have underwritten special projects. 
Donations may be used to support a wide variety of exhibitions, 
acquisitions, education programs, and research.

To see and learn more, please visit www.americanpatrons.org

Image credit: Frederick Edwin Church (1826-1900), Niagra Falls, From the American Side (1867)
Scottish National Gallery, © National Galleries of Scotland.

The National Library of Scotland is the leading center for the 
study of Scotland and the Scots.  The Library’s vast collections 
span the centuries and include millions of books, 
manuscripts, websites, maps, writers’ archives, sound and 
film collections. housands of items are now available online 
giving a global audience the chance to engage with Scotland’s 
written and recorded history.

The wonderful support of our American Patrons has helped 
us conserve, explore and share these rich collections beyond 
Scotland.  If you’d be interested to join a group of passionate 
supporters of Scottish culture, please visit the American 
Patrons website www.americanpatrons.org to find out more.

Image: Gerhard Mercator (1512-1594) Scotia Regnum (1595) 
© National Library of Scotland

AMERICAN PATRONS
OF THE NATIONAL LIBRARY
AND GALLERIES OF SCOTLAND

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US
WWW.AMERICANPATRONS.ORG



The American-Scottish Foundation,® Inc.

864 Lexington Ave, 2nd Floor
New York NY 10065

Tel (929) 499-9025 • Email: AmericanScottishFoundation@gmail.com
www.americanscottishfoundation.org

American-Scottish Foundation, Inc. is a charitable 501(C)(3). NY State Reg.No. 01-68-60 Federal Tax ID No. 237007452

Chairman Kenneth C. Donnelly
President Camilla G. Hellman, MBE • Vice Chairman Elizabeth DeForest Scott• Treasurer Robert W. Thompson

Dear Friends,

The American-Scottish Foundation was founded by Lord Malcolm Douglas-Hamilton 
in 1956 as a bridge between Scotland and the United States. For the past 70 years, 
we have continued his mission to amplify our love of Scotland, its heritage, arts and 
culture and look forward to the next seventy years.

Our programs are varied, from our annual Burns Night Celebration to a varied 
platform of events during National Tartan Week both in New York, Washington DC 
and around the country.

 We are a national organization and sharing our partners messages is what we look 
to do and through our bi weekly video podcasts ScotsinUS we are reaching further.  
Our library of episodes is nearing over one hundred.  Embracing change we look to 
celebrate the past whilst looking to the future.

I am delighted tonight that we not only honour the Lord Lyon, King of Arms, and  
A. Wright-Palmer with our Wallace Award,  but we will also spotlight our Young Scot 
Wallace Award recipients, who have contributed so much to our organization over 
these past few years, Noisemaker’s Scott Gilmour and Claire McKenzie.

Once again, on behalf of the Board, welcome to tonight’s Dinner, and as we 
celebrate and look to the future - to growing our platform of work to help more 
organizations as we look to share our love of Scotland. 

To all of you with us tonight, I add a special thank you. With your continued support 
and involvement, the American-Scottish Foundation looks to grow upon our 
founder Lord Malcolm Douglas-Hamilton’s mission of bringing the people of the 
United States and Scotland closer together.

Respectfully,

Kenneth C. Donnelly

Chairman



6.30pm   Reception & Silent Auction

Whisky Tasting
Hosted by:  Glenmorangie

Lisa Pope,  Whisky Ambassador, Glenmorangie & Ardbeg 

Curated Whisky Experience 
Robin Robinson, Whisky Educator, Author

Salmon Station 
Native Scottish Smoked Salmon, Courtesy of Bakkafrost

8.00pm 2025 Annual Dinner

Dinner Call
 James Felder, Piper Sergeant 

& Members of the NYU Pipes and Drums

Welcome and Remarks
Kenneth Donnelly

Chairman, American-Scottish Foundation 

Selkirk Grace

First Course

Music 
Noisemaker Players 

Main Course

70th Anniversary - A Look Back as We Look Forward
Camilla G. Hellman, MBE

President, American-Scottish Foundation

Program of the Evening

Menu overseen by:
Gary McLean, National Chef of Scotland 



Program of the Evening
The Wallace Awards

Young Scot Wallace Award Presentation 
Scott Gilmour & Claire McKenzie

Introduction by Camilla G. Hellman, MBE

Music Presentation
The Snow Goose

Dessert

Glenmorangie Whisky Toasts
Toast to the President of the United States

 Toast to His Majesty The King
Toast to Scotland

Wallace Award 
A. Wright Post Palmer

Introduction by John Kenyon Kinnear, Jr.

Wallace Award 
Dr. Joseph John Morrow CVO CBE KC LLD DL FRSE 

Lord Lyon, King of Arms
Introduction by Viscount Dunrossil

Music Presentation
Ceilidh

Reels

Music, Auction, Book Signing and After Dinner Bar

11pm  Carriages

On-line and Silent Auction Closes at 12:01 am 



The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh EH99 ISP 
Ter. 0131 348 5324 Fax: 0131 348 5301 Email: PresidingOfficers@parliament.scot 

www.parliament.scot 

 

 
 

The Presiding Officer 
 
Camilla Hellman 
President 
American-Scottish Foundation 
 
07 October 2025 
 
 
Dear Camilla 
 
The Wallace Award Evening 
 
On behalf of all Members of the Scottish Parliament, I would like to extend to you our 
very best wishes on the occasion of the Wallace Award Evening on Friday 7 November 
2025. May I also take this opportunity to once again thank you for all you do to promote 
Scotland in the United States and for the warm hand of friendship extended to me and 
my parliamentary colleagues during Tartan Week.  
 
The Gala dinner is, of course, a very important event in your annual calendar, and 
particularly so on in this special Anniversary year for the American-Scottish 
Foundation.  On behalf of the Parliament, my warm congratulations to this year’s joint 
recipients of the Wallace Awards:  Dr Joseph Morrow, Lord Lyon, King of Arms, for his 
leadership of the Lyon Court and his role in Scotland today and A. Wright Post Palmer 
of Beekman Estates for his outstanding contribution to the preservation of history, arts 
and culture. The Lord Lyon is, of course, no stranger to this Parliament, given his key 
involvement in our own Royal opening ceremonies. I have been pleased to work with 
him on a number of occasions and know the commitment and positive spirit he brings 
to promoting Scotland. My warm congratulations also to Claire Mackenzie and Scott 
Gilmore of Noisemaker for winning The Young Scot Wallace Award.    
 
I wish you, the award recipients and all our friends in the American-Scottish Foundation 
a most enjoyable and successful evening on 7 November and look forward to the 
Parliament joining you again in the future for Tartan Week. 
 
With best wishes 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Rt Hon Alison Johnstone MSP 
Presiding Officer 

The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh EH99 ISP 
Ter. 0131 348 5324 Fax: 0131 348 5301 Email: PresidingOfficers@parliament.scot 

www.parliament.scot 

 

 
 

The Presiding Officer 
 
Camilla G Hellman, MBE 
President  
American Scottish Foundation 
 
By email 
 
23 October 2025 
 
Dear Camilla 
 
On behalf of all Members of the Scottish Parliament, I would like to express our sincere 
condolences on the recent passing of the former President and Chairman of the 
American-Scottish Foundation, Alan Bain.  
 
Alan’s dedication to strengthening the bonds between Scotland and the United States 
has left an indelible mark. Through his tireless determination, Tartan Day has grown 
from humble beginnings in Central Park to the spectacle we witness today on Sixth 
Avenue, Bryant Park and elsewhere in New York City. His vision helped foster new 
opportunities for collaboration and friendship between our nations, reminding us all of 
the enduring spirit of kinship that unites Scots and Americans. With Alan’s passing, 
Scotland has lost a true friend.  
 
I would be grateful if you would pass on the thoughts and kindest good wishes of all at 
the Scottish Parliament to Alan’s daughter, Heather, and his family at this very difficult 
time. Our thoughts are with you and all who worked together with him on Tartan Week. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Rt Hon Alison Johnstone MSP 
Presiding Officer 
 







THE WALLACE AWARDS FOR HERITAGE, ARTS & CULTURE

Background
The American-Scottish Foundation introduced the Wallace Award in 1970 to recognize the  extraordinary 
diversity of contribution that Scots have made to the world - and, in particular, to recognize one or more living 
citizens or residents of the United States of Scottish descent for their individual contributions  to the well-being 
of this country. The Foundation has now expanded the Award’s reach to include either Scots or Americans who 
have made an important contribution to American/Scottish relationships. 

The evening allows the ASF to further its mission of strengthening ties between Scotland and the United 
States and benefits the ongoing work of the Foundation through the pursuit of contemporary social, cultural, 
educational and business activities.

Purposes
• To recognize living citizens or residents of the United States or Canada of Scottish descent for outstanding 
achievement or significant contribution in their field of endeavor.

• To recognize “in memoriam” citizens or residents of the United States or Canada of Scottish descent for 
outstanding achievement or significant contribution in their field of endeavor.

• To recognize living Scots and Americans for their contribution to Scottish-American relationships.

Recent Wallace Award Recipients 
Sir Jim Walker, CBE - Walker’s Shortbread  

Garreth Wood, Co-Founder of KidsOR
Charles, Lord Bruce

Francis Finlay, CMG, OBE - Philanthropist
Paul Little, Principal and CEO of City of Glasgow College

Sir Moir Lockhead, OBE, National Trust for Scotland, Chairman
Dr.. Andy Scott BA, Sculptor, (Hons), Dip PG, D.Sc(hc), D.Litt (hc), Dr. (hc, Edin), MRBS, FRIAS, FSSAA

Kenneth B. Miller - Academic & Publisher
Sir Tom Farmer, CVO CBE KCSG DL - Founding Chancellor of Queen Margaret University, 

Sir Thomas M. Devine, Kt OBE FBA FRSE - Historian & Academic
Claudio Del Vecchio - Chairman and CEO, Brooks Brothers

Sir Ian Wood, CBE - Chairman, John Wood Group PLC (1967-2012)
Ms. Duncan MacDonald - Founder, Scottish Coalition USA

Dr. Alan L. Bain - Chairman Emeritus, The American-Scottish Foundation 
Duncan A. Bruce - Author & Historian 

The Rt. Hon. Lord Smith of Kelvin - Chairman, Scottish & Southern Energy; Chairman, Weir Group The Rt. Hon. 
Lord George Robertson of Port Ellen - Former Secretary General of  NATO 

Euan Baird - Chairman, Schlumberger; Non-Executive Chairman, Rolls Royce  

Young Scot Wallace Award Recipients 
Siobhan Mackenzie

Jamie Douglas-Hamilton





Naturally Raised & Sea Loch Fresh
Only hand-selected premium Lochlander Salmon sides are delivered to our 

Smokehouse on the wild and windswept Western Isles of Scotland.

The salmon is smoked using Scotch Whisky cask shavings 
for a distinctive Scottish flavour.

www.lochlander.com



The Standing Council of Scottish Chiefs 
 

From The Convenor, Lord Bruce  
Culross Abbey House 

Culross 
Fife 

KY12 8JB 
Camilla G. Hellman MBE 
American Scottish Foundation  
864 Lexington Ave 
New York NY 10065 

19.10.2025 
 
 

 
 
 
Dear Camilla, 
 
American Scottish Foundation 70th Anniversary Dinner 7th November 2025 
 
I am very sorry that it is not possible to join you at the Annual Dinner this year particularly as 
you will be celebrating such an important and significant milestone in your illustrious history of 
showcasing Scotland in the United States. For those of us who have been fortunate enough to 
receive the coveted Wallace Award it is a great pleasure to be asked to extend a warm welcome 
to the recipients this evening: The Lord Lyon King of Arms, Dr Joseph Morrow and A. Wright 
Post Palmer; and also to Scott Gilmour and Claire McKenzie of Noisemaker who will be 
collecting the Young Scot Wallace Award. 
 
I have known Joe Morrow for many years and endorse the decision of your awards committee to 
honour him for his singular contribution to promoting Heraldry and for maintaining the 
authority of the Lyon Court as an influential and deeply respected institution in Scotland and 
widely overseas. I have lost count of the number of people I have met over the years who have 
achieved the ambition of a lifetime by matriculating their Coat of Arms at the Lyon Court and 
have found the whole experience to be transformative for them  - and for their families - and a 
truly unique legacy to pass on to future generations.  
 
So much of the underlying value of our national story is an amalgam of family histories instantly 
identifiable by the vivid imagery of Heraldry such as the heart that adorns your Coat of Arms, 
the heart of King Robert the Bruce borne so heroically by Sir James Douglas, the ancestor of 
your Patron, The Duke of Hamilton. For Heraldry is the storehouse of identity and there is no 
doubt that Scotland has benefitted hugely from the care and dedication that Dr Morrow and his 
colleagues at the Lyon Court have contributed to its preservation and revitalisation.    
 
I wish you and all your guests a very congenial 70th Anniversary Dinner.  
 
Yours aye,  
 
Charles  
 



Dr Joseph John Morrow CVO CBE KC FRSE
The Rt Hon Lord Lyon King of Arms

Wallace Award recipient for his leadership of the Lyon Court  
and its role in Scotland today.

As Lord Lyon, Dr Morrow is responsible for state ceremonial in Scotland and took 
part in the Coronation of King Charles III and Queen Camilla in 2023. He also 
designed and delivered the Service of Thanksgiving for the presentation of the 
Royal Honours of Scotland, at which the Crown, Sceptre and Sword of Scotland 
were presented to the King in St Giles’ Cathedral in Edinburgh.

Professionally, Dr Morrow is a member of the Faculty of Advocates and became 
a Queen’s Counsel (QC) in 2015 (now King’s Counsel (KC)). He held many judicial 
including as President of the Mental Health Tribunal for Scotland (2008–2019), as 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner for Mental Welfare for Scotland (1998–2006), and as 
President of the Additional Support Needs Tribunal for Scotland (2010–2014). In 
addition, he served as a Member of the Judicial Council for Scotland for a four year 
period and on numerous national boards within Scotland.

The Wallace Award



 

Oliver Christian 
His Majesty’s Consul General to New York 
and Trade Commissioner for North America 
 
1 Dag Hammarskjold Plaza 
885 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 
@UkinNewYork 
HMTC.NorthAmerica@fcdo.gov.uk  

 
 
 
                 07 November 2025  
  
Dear Friends,  
  
As His Majesty’s Trade Commissioner to North America and Consul General in New York, I would 
like to extend my congratulations to the American Scottish Foundation on their 70th Anniversary 
of the Wallace Awards, celebrating Scotland’s heritage, arts, and culture.  
  
Though I regret not being with you in person, I’m delighted that Deputy Consul General Mel 
Lawrance is attending on behalf of the British Consulate General New York.  
  
Despite my absence, I would like to recognise the presence of His Grace the Duke of Hamilton, 
whose enduring support for Scotland’s traditions and communities continues to inspire. I also 
warmly acknowledge this year’s Wallace Award recipients: Dr. Joseph Morrow, Lord Lyon King 
of Arms; A. Wright Post Palmer; and our Young Scot honourees, Claire Mackenzie and Scott 
Gilmore of Noisemaker.  
  
Dr. Morrow exemplifies public service and cultural stewardship, guiding the Lyon Court with both 
reverence for tradition and a modern vision for Scotland’s national symbols. A. Wright Post Palmer 
of Beekman Estate’s lifelong dedication to preserving history and the arts reminds us of the 
importance of safeguarding our cultural legacy. Claire and Scott’s innovative work in musical 
theatre brings fresh energy and global recognition to Scotland’s performing arts, representing the 
next generation of creative leadership.  
  
I also extend my congratulations to the American Scottish Foundation for organising this 
wonderful event. The ASF continues to be a vital voice in our Scottish American community, 
championing the heritage and culture we all cherish.  
  
Thank you for your continued efforts to strengthen the close and essential relationship between 
Scotland and the United States—a cornerstone of the wider UK-US partnership.  
  
With best wishes,  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Oliver Christian 
His Majesty’s Consul General to New York and Trade Commissioner for North America 



A. Wright Post Palmer
Wallace award recipient for his outstanding contribution  

in the preservation of history, arts and culture.

A. Wright Post Palmer is the recipient of the 2025 Wallace Award in recognition of 
his outstanding charitable work in regard to New York’s history, arts, culture, and 
education

Wright is a direct descendant of early Scottish, Dutch, and British settlers which 
includes descent from the Beekman/Livingston family—early founders of New 
Amsterdam (New York City) in the 17th century—and to the Lindsay (Sanders) 
family of Scottish descent, among the founders of Albany and Schenectady, New 
York, also in the 17th century.

Wright became President and CEO of Beekman Estates in 1980, a position he held 
for nearly half a century, and today continues to serve as Chairman of the Board, 
overseeing the stewardship of one of America’s oldest family-owned real estate 
corporations.

The Wallace Award





Scott Gilmour and Claire McKenzie
Noisemaker

Young Scot Wallace Award recipients for their contributions  
to Scottish musical theatre and production.

In 2012, Scot Gilmour and Claire McKenzie formed the musical theatre writing partnership 
Noisemaker while at the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland in Glasgow. Their first show, For-
est Boy, premiered at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival in 2013 and subsequently went on to 
the New York Musical Festival in 2016. Subsequently, Noisemaker have written, developed 
and produced over twenty new works across the UK, the US and internationally.

Using music, song, humour and heart, the pair seek to tell stories that bring people togeth-
er to connect, and sometimes challenge, our sense of humanity.

“When I first met Noisemaker, they had recently graduated from RCS had just beaten our 900 
other entries to bring their production of Forest Boy to the New York Music Festival. That was 
eight years ago, since which time the ASF has worked closely with them to showcase and pro-
mote their work, with them performing at many of our events. They are truly representative of 
Scotland’s musical theatre of today”. 

- Camilla G Hellman

The Young Scot Wallace Award







December 5th

at 7:00 PM

December 13th 
at 2:00 PM

December 14th  
at 2:00 PM & 7:00 PM

December 19th - 31st

available on demand

BOSTON

NEW YORK CITY SUMMIT

WEBCAST
Full details at 
pipesofchristmas.com

December 6th 
at 12:00 PM

Answer the call of the pipes and drums.

GARY MACLEAN LATEST COOK BOOK

THE SCOTTISH KITCHEN:
MORE THAN 100 TIMELESS TRADITIONAL

& CONTEMPORARY RECIPES FROM SCOTLAND

NOW AVAILABLE IN THE UNITED STATES

"A COOKBOOK THAT GIVES HAGGIS ITS DUE"
—THE NEW YORK TIMES

"ON EVERY PAGE OF THIS BOOK, I WAS 
TRANSPORTED BACK TO SCOTLAND."

—SAM HEUGHAN, STAR OF OUTLANDER





The American-Scottish Foundation®

in association with

The University Club
invites you to join us for the

30th Annual Burns Night 
Celebration

on

Friday, January 16, 2026
at

The University Club
One West 54th Street, New York

Reception and Glenmorangie Whisky Tasting Bar: 6:30 p.m. 
Burns Supper: 8:00 p.m.

Silent Auction . After Dinner Bar . Reels & Dancing
RSVP

Dress: Highland Dress / Black Tie



WINTER RAFFLE
AMERICAN-SCOTTISH FOUNDATION’S

Drawing January 16, 2026

$20 TICKET

$100
BUNDLE 6 TICKETS

PURCHASE TICKETS

EXPERIENCE
THE HOME THAT

ROBERT BURNS
BUILT

THE HOME OF AULD LANG SYNE

TWO ROUNDTRIP JET BLUE TICKETS
NEW YORK JFK TO EDINBURGH WORTH UP TO $2,000Museum Private Tour

Access to Farmhouse & Granary
Dinner at Burns’s Favourite Tavern

The Globe,  Dumfries

ASF WINTER RAFFLE Grand Prize

Five Nights Stay
Ellisland Museum and Farm 

Auld Acquaintance Cottage
Prize will be valid till December 31, 2026

Subject to Availability.

BOTTLE OF
HARRIS GIN

BOTTLE OF
ORAN WHISKY

GREY LABRADORITE 
BEADED NECKLACE

BAKKAFROST
TARTAN SCARF

SCOTTISH CREATIONS HARRIS 
TWEED BLUE SEAFOAM 

CROSSBODY BAG

GREY AND WHITE 
LAMBSWOOL THROW

ADDITIONAL PRIZES INCLUDE:
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Charles, Lord Bruce 

The Rt. Hon. Viscount Dunrossil
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Florian MacLaren
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The Lord Sempill

American-Scottish Foundation®, Inc
864 Lexington Ave, 2nd Floor • New York NY 10065 

Tel: (929) 499-9025 • americanscottishfoundation@gmail.com
www.americanscottishfoundation.org

Board of Directors
Chairman Kenneth C. Donnelly

President Camilla G. Hellman, MBE 
Vice Chairman John Kenyon Kinnear, Jr.

Treasurer Robert W. Thompson

Greg Begg
Chelsea Chateauvert

David Disi
Elizabeth DeForest Scott

Olivia McLaren

Wendy McEwan
C. Peter Moodie

Robbie Munro
Michael A Reid

Brian Smith

Our Evenings Sponsors:


